		They are not called “Buffalo Wings”, They are called “Chicken Wings” 
						by Alexander Ulatowski

	Buffalo, New York is known for its cold winters, the Buffalo Bills and their four Super Bowl losses, its location being close to two finger lakes Lake Ontario and Lake Erie as well as being 20 minutes away from Niagara Falls and the Canadian border. What makes Buffalo well known around world is for its Chicken Wings. Chicken wings or as most people call them “Buffalo Wings” can be described as juicy, meaty, smothered with vinegar and cayenne pepper hot sauce, deep fried in buttery fat, in the sizes called a wingette or a drumette. Chicken wings are often soaked in different sauces ranging from mild, medium, hot, and sometimes suicidal. Chicken wings are served with celery and carrots on the side with blue cheese dressing or ranch. 	
	In Buffalo you will find chicken wings being served at restaurants, bars, as well as pizzerias in the area, but where were the original chicken wings invented? Chicken wings are believed to be invented at the Anchor Bar located at 1047 Main St, Buffalo, NY 14209. There are several places in the area that have claimed to have created chicken wings first but most claim that Teressa Bellissimo made them at her and husband Frank Bellissimo’s restaurant the Anchor Bar. As the origin states, Dominic Bellissimo, who is Teressa’s son, came home late one night with a couple of his friends from college, and Teressa Bellissimo wanted to serve her hungry guests with a quick and easy snack by deep frying chicken wings which usually were thrown away or tossed in soup; covered them with Frank’s RedHot hot sauce and butter. The Anchor Bar has an original layout with motorcycles and bikes hanging from the ceiling, license plates from every state in the United States, and all types of unique objects hanging around. Besides ordering chicken wings there are other options to choose from the menu like burgers, wraps, tossed salads, pizza, lasagna and more. The Anchor Bar has other locations in Western New York, one at Darien Lake Amusement Park, one inside the Buffalo Niagara International Airport, and one on Transit Road across the street from the Eastern Hills Mall. Many famous celebrities and athletes have eaten at the Anchor Bar. 
	Although Anchor Bar was credited with creating the chicken wing Buffalonians also indulge themselves with chicken wings from Duff’s Famous Wings, Anchor Bar’s fierce rival. Duff’s Famous Wings website states that “In 1946, Louise Duffney started a gin mill at 3651 Sheridan Drive in Amherst, New York, just north of Buffalo. It wasn’t until 1969 when Duff’s began to sell chicken wings; the restaurant created a reputation for itself and earned the title ‘Best Wings in Buffalo.’ Duff’s became Duff’s Famous Wings by 1985”. Just like the Anchor Bar, Duff’s Famous Wings has its own original identity. Old fashion booths, benches for chairs and a old style bar are included. If you are visiting Buffalo in the spring or summer, you could also eat at the picnic tables and patio outside. Duff’s Famous Wings also chose to branch out from its original location and opened four more establishments in Western New York. One opened in Orchard Park near New Era Field (the home of the NFL’s Buffalo Bills) and a few inside of the stadium; one in Niagara Falls, New York, Southlake, Texas, and three other locations in Canada. Besides Duff’s original location, their establishment in Depew, New York is also famous. The first time President Barack Obama visited Buffalo, New York, he went to this location to grab lunch and head back on Air Force One. 
	Both Anchor Bar and Duffs have been mention in the national media such as during the Buffalo Bills and Buffalo Sabres playoff runs, as well as specials on Travel Channel’s “Food Wars” as well as on Food Network’s “Throwdown with Bobby Flay”. Both Duff’s and the Anchor Bar have also been part of the National Buffalo Chicken Wing Festival held at Coca-Cola Field in downtown Buffalo on July 29th. This festival draws 80 thousand people to downtown Buffalo in the summer to take part in festivities like the U.S. Chicken Wing Eating Championship aired by ESPN 3, bobbing for wings, Best Sauce contest, and many more fun activities. The founder of the National Chicken Wing Festival is Drew Cerza “The Wing King”. Drew Cerza is known for his chicken wing recipes and dishes that he cooks. Tons of venders attend the National Buffalo Chicken Wing Festival such as Anchor Bar, Duff’s, La Nova’s Pizza, Bocce Pizza, 716 Bar and Grill, and Santora’s Pizza. 
	Everyone you meet in Western New York has their favorite place to get Chicken Wings where it is from Anchor Bar, Duffs, La Nova’s for their signature Barbeque Wings, or at their favorite bar or pizzeria. People come all over the world to Buffalo just to try our chicken wings either from Duffs or Anchor Bar. So I’ll ask you…Where are the best wings in Buffalo? 
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